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UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER 
RESEARCH AND SPONSORED PROGRAMS 

 
13 November 2006 

 
 2006-2007 SCHOLARSHIP OF TEACHING AND  

LEARNING (SoTL) LESSON STUDY TRAINING GRANTS 
CALL FOR PROPOSALS 

 
SUBMITTED/AUTHORED BY 

Denise Ehlen, (262) 472-5212, ehlend@uww.edu 
 

OVERVIEW 
 
The University of Wisconsin-Whitewater Scholarship of Teaching and Learning (SoTL) Lesson 
Study Grants is a companion program to the University of Wisconsin System Office of Professional 
and Instructional Development (OPID) program supporting grants of up to $1,500 for small teams 
of instructors to engage in lesson study during 2007.  
 
In lesson study a small group of teachers jointly designs a class lesson and explores how it affects 
student learning and thinking. Although the focus is a single lesson, instructors question, examine 
and reflect on the entire teaching and learning process. The lesson study culminates in a scholarly 
report that describes the lesson, explains student performance and recommends how to further 
improve the lesson. (See More about Lesson Study on the following page.)  

 
EXPECTATIONS 
 
Teams will receive training and support to conduct a lesson study during the year. Grant recipients 
will be expected to 

1. Participate in three (3) training activities—a start-up tutorial or workshop to learn how to do 
lesson study that will be held at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater on the afternoon of 
Wednesday 17 January 2007, a mid-year review, and a tutorial about writing the final 
report.  

2. Carry out a lesson study in which your team produces one research lesson. The team 
designs, teaches, studies and revises the lesson and then the following semester teaches, 
studies, and revises the lesson a second time.  

3. Document your lesson study in an online scholarly report.  
4. Team members complete 2-3 short data collection instruments during the year as part of an 

ongoing study of the project.   
    

ELIGIBILITY 
 
Whitewater faculty and teaching staff with at least .50 FTE appointments are eligible to apply.  
Faculty and staff who received a 2006 or 2007 UW System OPID Lesson Study Grant are not 
eligible for a 2006-2007 UW-Whitewater SoTL Lesson Study Training Grant.  Applications must be 
submitted by a lesson study team, i.e., 3-6 individuals who intend to do a lesson study together 
during the academic year.  Faculty/staff may participate in only one team per academic year    
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TIMELINE 
 

Proposal deadline 15 December 2006 
Grant notification 22 December 2006 
Team takes part in Start up training 
(self-guided tutorial or workshop) 

Wednesday 17 January 2007 
Esker Hall, Room 108 
UW-Whitewater 
12:00-4:00 pm 

Team starts lesson study By Spring semester 2007 
Team completes Mid-year Review Spring or Summer 2007 
Team completes lesson study By end of Fall semester 2007 
Team completes self-guided tutorial for 
Writing the Final Report 

Fall 2007  

Team submits Final Report Deadline 1 February 2008 
 
SELECTION AND SUBMISSION 
 
A faculty/staff panel comprised of representatives from the UW-Whitewater LEARN Center, the 
Office of Research and Sponsored Programs, and the Whitewater Teaching Scholars Program will 
review the proposals and make award selections.  The campus’ OPID representative will serve as 
chair of the panel.  Because funds are limited, we may not be able to fund all proposals.   
  
Submit your proposal by email to Denise Ehlen, Director of the Office of Research and 
Sponsored Programs, ehlend@uww.edu.   
 
MORE ABOUT LESSON STUDY 

 
Lesson study is a professional development activity in which a team of instructors jointly plans, 
teaches, observes, records, evaluates and refines a single class lesson, called a “research lesson.” 
Although the focus is a single lesson, instructors question, examine and reflect on the entire 
teaching and learning process. The lesson study culminates in a scholarly product that describes 
the lesson, explains student performance and recommends ways to further improve the lesson.   
 
Lesson study is a method for teaching improvement and for doing the scholarship of teaching and 
learning. Instructors who participate in lesson study have multiple opportunities to examine and 
reflect on their practice, and the team documents its work so that it can be reviewed and used by 
others.   
 
What teams actually do in a lesson study; the major steps in the lesson study cycle. 
 

• Decide on a course and topic for the lesson. 
• Formulate goals for student learning and development. 
• Design a lesson that addresses the goals. 
• Design a procedure to collect evidence of student learning and thinking during the lesson. 
• Teach, observe and record the lesson. One member of the team teaches the lesson (at its 

regularly scheduled time in the course). Other team members attend the lesson to observe 
and collect data. 
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• Analyze the evidence and revise the lesson. The team examines its data (e.g., observations, 
student work, etc) and revises the lesson.  

• Repeat the cycle. The team teaches, observes, and videotapes the revised lesson, usually 
the following semester. Teams videotape the research lesson the second time it is taught. 

• Analyze the evidence and make final revisions. The team examines its data and makes final 
revisions in the lesson. 

• Document the lesson study in a final report. The team writes a final report that describes the 
lesson, explains student performance and suggests how to improve the lesson.  

 
In the Lesson Study Project, teams generally complete a lesson study over a period of two 
semesters. Teams differ in the number of times they meet but in the first semester, a team might 
meet 4-6 times to plan the lesson and the study, and then 1-3 times after the lesson is taught to 
analyze and revise the lesson. In the second semester the team teaches the revised lesson and 
then meets several times to analyze the data and write the final report. 
 
Learning to do lesson study.  
 
There are three training activities for teams during the year: 

1. Start-up Training Tutorial (or workshop). Teams participate in a self-guided tutorial on how 
to do lesson study (approximately 2-3 hours). Bill Cerbin, University of Wisconsin-La 
Crosse, will lead the Start-up Training Tutorial at the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater on 
Wednesday 17 January 2007 from 12:00 to 4:00 pm in Esker Room 108.  Participation in 
this tutorial is required.    

2. Mid-year Review. Teams submit a progress report at mid-year. Bill Cerbin and/or UW-
Whitewater LEARN Center faculty/staff will provide feedback on each lesson study. The 
review takes place via email. 

3. Final Report Tutorial. Teams participate in a tutorial about how to write and submit the final 
lesson study report. See http://www.cfkeep.org/html/gallery.php?id=75749626546865 for 
samples of completed online reports. 

 
Additional questions?  
 
Visit the Lesson Study Project website for additional information about lesson study, 
www.uwlax.edu/sotl/lsp. 
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2006-2007 UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-WHITEWATER 
SoTL LESSON STUDY TRAINING GRANT PROPOSAL 

 
Proposal Deadline 
15 December 2006 

 
Submit proposal narrative via email to 

Denise Ehlen (ehlend@uww.edu)  
Director of the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs (ORSP) 

 
Applicants must also submit a signed hard copy of the  
ORSP Intramural Approval and Certification Form to  

the Office of Research and Sponsored Programs by 15 December 2006. 
 
Teams may request up to $1,500 per team. Teams must include at least three members. Funds 
may be used for stipends, travel, supplies, expenses, and/or videotaping.  
 

1. Lesson Study Team Members. (Teams must include a minimum of three members.  
There is no maximum number.) 

 

NAME CURRENT 
POSITION/RANK 

YEARS 
COLLEGE 
TEACHING 
EXPERIENCE 

INDICATE 
WHETHER 
TENURED 

EMAIL 

                             @uww.edu
                             @uww.edu
                             @uww.edu
                             @uww.edu
                             @uww.edu
                             @uww.edu

 
2. Identify one member of the team who will serve as the contact person for the grant. 
 
      

 
 

3. Why do you want to participate in lesson study? What do you hope to get out of the 
experience? 

 
      

 
 

4. Describe the anticipated focus of the team’s lesson study (e.g., course, topic, 
learning problems, teaching challenges)    

 
      

 
5. Describe any background in or experience with lesson study among team members. 
 



 

 

      
 

6. Do you foresee any circumstances or conditions that might interfere with the team’s 
ability to carry out the project and complete the lesson study in the specified 
timeframe?  

 
      

 
 

7. Teams are asked to videotape the research lesson when it is taught the second time 
and encouraged to submit short video clips from the lesson in the final report. The 
clips may be used to illustrate interesting features of the lesson or student learning 
or to overview the entire lesson.  Describe the services available on your campus to 
film and edit the video of your research lesson.      

 
      

 
Budget Summary 

 
Supplies and Expenses       
Videotape and Edit the Research Lesson1       
Travel       
Stipend(s)       
Other       

TOTAL $1,500 
 

Grants may not exceed $1,500 per team. 

                                                 
1 Grant recipients are asked to videotape the research lesson when it is taught the second time. On some 
campuses there is a fee to videotape in the classroom and to edit the tape. Estimate the costs to film and 
edit the video (i.e., the final video clips will be short segments of several minutes. For examples of short 
video clips see http://www.cfkeep.org/html/gallery.php?id=75749626546865)  
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